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Summary

During the month of October, the committee overseeing the conference has addressed a range of issues, which include ideas for fundraising, the booking of facilities on campus, meeting with various individuals and groups, arranging speakers and contacting families and organizations at the community, provincial, national and international level.  In addition to this, members of the committee have also arranged for the construction of a conference website and its promotional materials, which will be designed pro bono.  Two conference pamphlets and a pamphlet for the courses have also been designed as informational materials, which will be sent out to families and organizations immediately.  As part of our work, we have also applied for conference grants to assist with conference expenses.   
Confirmed Speakers

Lourdes Portillo

Lourdes Portillo was born in Chihuahua, Mexico and moved to the United States in 1960. Her films focus on the representation of Latina/o identity, human rights, social justice and Latin American realities. An equally important aspect of her filmmaking is experimenting with the documentary form. Her most recent film, Señorita Extraviada (Missing young woman), released in 2002, is a documentary about the disappearance and death of young women in Juarez and the search for truth and justice by their families and human rights groups. It received a Special Jury Prize at the Sundance Film Festival, the Best Documentary Prize at the Havana International Film Festival, and the Néstor Almendros Prize at the Human Rights Watch Film Festival. It premiered on P.O.V. and received more than 20 prizes and awards around the world. The film inspired a number of governmental and non-governmental organizations such as Amnesty International to conduct intensive investigations into the disappearances and murders of women in Juárez. Lourdes Portillo made her first film, a dramatic short called After the Earthquake, in 1979. Some of the other documentary, dramatic, experimental and performance films and videos she has made are the Academy Award-nominated Las Madres: The Mothers of Plaza de Mayo (1986); La Ofrenda: The Days of the Dead (1988); Vida (1989); Columbus on Trial (1992); Mirrors of the Heart for the PBS series “Americas” (1993); The Devil Never Sleeps (1994); Sometimes My Feet Go Numb; 13 Days, a multi-media piece for a nationally toured play by the San Francisco Mime Troupe (1997); and Corpus (1999), a documentary about the late Tejana singer Selena.
Cynthia Bejarano

Cynthia L. Bejarano, a native of Southern New Mexico and the El-Paso/Juárez border, is an assistant professor of Criminal Justice at New Mexico State University. Her publications and research interests focus on border violence; race, class, and gender issues; and Latino youths’ border identities in the Southwest. 

Bejarano was recently awarded a 1.3 million dollar grant to assist migrant and seasonal farmworker children to attend New Mexico State University. She has been an advocate and activist working with the families of disappeared and murdered women in Ciudad Juarez for five years, and works closely with people at Casa Amiga, the rape crisis center in Ciudad Juarez. She is also the co-founder of Amigos de las Mujeres de Juarez, an NGO dedicated to assisting the women of Juarez in their fight for justice.

Marisela Ortiz
Marisela Ortiz is the Director of Nuestras Hijas de Regreso a Casa (Our Daughters on Their Way Back Home), a non-profit organization composed of mothers, family members and friends of murdered women in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico. A psychologist with a Masters degree in special education, she has taught at the Escuela Normal Superior de Chihuahua for the past 20 years, specializing in professional development. She continues to work with adolescents and also trains middle school teachers in her entire region.

Gwenda Yuzicappi
Standing Buffalo First Nation member and mother of 19-year-old missing Amber Redman, who disappeared in rural Saskatchewan, Canada on July 15, 2005. Her case was featured in "Stolen Sisters: Discrimination and Violence against Indigenous Women in Canada," a report released by Amnesty International that addresses the disproportionate number of First Nations women who have been abducted, and how these severe felonies have not been deemed a priority by numerous police forces.

Daphne Bramham

Daphne Bramham has been a columnist at The Vancouver Sun since 2000. She won the National Newspaper Award for column writing in June 2005. Judges said she "cuts away misconceptions and misinformation on a wide-range of issues... Her clear thinking shines like a laser in searching out logical inconsistencies."

She was named Commentator of the Year Award by the Jack Webster Foundation in October 2005 and was honoured by the non-profit group Beyond Borders in 2004 for a continuing series of columns on the polygamous community of Bountiful, B.C. from the non-profit group Beyond Borders.

Bramham was one of Simon Fraser University's distinguished alumni in 2003 and outstanding alumna of the year for 2004 by Luther College in Regina.

In 2001, she was named Journalist of the Year for her series on farmed animals at the Animal Rights 2001 in Washington, D.C., the largest annual gathering of animal rights advocates. That series also received a commendation from the Ark Trust.

Born in Saskatchewan, Bramham has a bachelor of arts degree in English and German literature from the University of Regina, a bachelor of applied arts in journalism from Toronto's Ryerson University and a master's degree in liberal studies from Simon Fraser University in Burnaby, B.C.

Isabel Arvide

In two decades as a journalist, Isabel Arvide has written many exposés about drug traffickers, corruption, and violence in Mexico.  In 1996, Arvide wrote the book Muerte en Juárez (Death in Juarez), which chronicles Arvide’s investigation into the disappearance and murder of her friend, Heidi Slauquet.  Since publishing the book, Arvide has accused Mexican authorities of complicity and corruption, linking the killings of women in Juárez with powerful drug cartels and complicit government officials. 
Arvide’s journalistic work on the murder of girls and women in Juárez has made her a target for death threats and assignation attempts.  She has also been arrested and detained twice for defamation against a state prosecutor in Chihuahua.

Arvide is known for her political commentaries, novels, erotic poetry, biographical writing and interviews.  In 1984, she was the first woman to receive the National Journalism Prize for her work, 

Her daily column is published in 15 newspapers across the country.

Kim Erno

Kim Erno is an ordained ELCA pastor with more than 20 years of parish ministry experience. He has worked with various solidarity organizations related to El Salvador and Mexico. Before this assignment, he was a mission developer serving a Latino community in Washington, D.C.

Other possible speakers include Susan Tiano and Dr. Mary Lynn Young.  Chris Queen from Stanford University is also interested in corresponding about the conference and discussing our examination of this issue.
Contact with Families of Missing and Murdered Women
Gwenda Yuzicappi, whose daughter Amber Redman disappeared in July of 2005, has agreed to sit as an advisor and consultant with the committee overseeing the conference.  In addition to Gwenda,  I have had contact with Pauline Muskego and Myrna LaPlante, who will also work with committee members for the conference.  Lori Whiteman of Saskatchewan Sisters in Spirit is also working with the committee to help contact families.  Gwenda suggested that we request the use of photographs from families of missing and murdered women, which would be incorporated into various campaigns and events related to the conference.  Gwenda advised that we continue to make contact with families. 
Correspondence/ Posters/ Informational Materials

Three pamphlets have been completed, including a conference pamphlet for sponsors, a pamphlet on the spring and winter courses and a conference for speakers, families and other individuals who are interested in attending the conference.  Letters are in the process of being drafted for speakers, sponsors, and various organizations, which include community, provincial, national and international agencies.  Tribal councils and independent councils throughout Saskatchewan will also receive these letters.  The committee has compiled a 15-page contact list and all potential speakers, sponsors and organizations will receive an informational mail-out within the next week.  Gwenda Yuzicappi gave the committee her permission to have her daughter’s image on the pamphlets.  She also suggested that the committee asks families for photographs, which would be used in future campaigns.    
After a meeting-presentation and several phone conversations, SIAST has agreed to design all posters, conference brochures and sponsorship brochures by December.  The New Media program has also made a tentative offer to print these materials.  This work is being completed pro bono.  In the next few months, I will have on-going contact with the students and instructors about the design work.  In addition to these promotional materials, Jody Hilderman has agreed to work on the conference website and will set up on-line conference registration and conference sponsorship.  Jody has also offered to construct the website without charge.  

Eriel Deranger is helping the committee set up a central communications and information website through Taking It Global.  This will help keep all members informed of any conference related events or conference updates.  

Contact with National and International organizations

In the past month, I have had contact with several organizations at the local and provincial level.  Additionally, I have contacted national and international agencies with respect to notifying them about the conference and asking for their participation in the conference.  These organizations include the following:

-All Nations AIDS Hope (Regina)

-Amnesty International (Regina)

-North Central Community Association

-NWAC/ Sisters in Spirit (Canada)

-Feminist Media Watch (Vancouver)

-Justice in the Maquiladoras (United States-Mexico)
-Ni una mas! (United States- Mexico)
-Nuestra Hijas Regresso de Casa (Mexico)
-Borderlinks (United States-Mexico)
NWAC/ Sisters in Spirit
The Native Women’s Association of Canada (NWAC) is interested in establishing some form of partnership with the committee overseeing the conference.  John McDonald is in the process of reviewing the conference with NWAC to determine the parameters of the partnership.  I have also had several conversations with John McDonald (Communications) about the conference, the use of the NWAC/ Sisters in Spirit logo and the possibility of having representatives from NWAC attend the conference.  He indicated that NWAC has several visual identity restrictions, including that the logo may be used only once on any type of promotional materials (ie. if it appears on the poster, it may not appear on the brochure).  John also indicated that NWAC has a limited budget and, as such, the conference must pay travel, accommodation and an honorarium for anyone attending the conference. 
Media/ Documentation

-CBC’s Morning Edition

-Leader-Post

-UR Report

-Carillon
-Interested in doing interviews at a later date:

-APTN  

-Sounds Like Canada with Shelagh Rogers
-CTV News at Noon/ Indigenous Circle

-I will meet with Shannon Avison of Indian Communication Arts (INCA) about the possibility of having a student document the conference, course, etc., with video.
Events

In conjunction with Saskatchewan Sister’s in Spirit initiative and Amnesty International Group 91, the committee overseeing the missing and murdered women’s conference co-sponsored and assisted in planning and hosting a vigil honouring missing and murdered women on October 4th, 2007 in Regina’s Victoria Park.  

This vigil was also hosted in various towns and cities across Canada as a national event related to NWAC’s Sister in Spirit campaign.  
In preparation for the vigil, committee member Holly McKenzie met with both Amnesty International and Saskatchewan Sisters in Spirit to help organize speakers on the day of the event and assisted in planning the honour ceremony.  In addition to this, our committee worked with AI and SIS to prepare a press release concerning the event, which was distributed throughout the province.   

For the event, Prof. Brenda Anderson addressed the group about the conference and Luther College’s new course offerings, which examine the issue of missing and murdered Indigenous women within a global context.  Rev. Carla Blakley also spoke about the fundraising efforts to bring families of missing and murdered women from Mexico to attend the conference and meet families of missing and murdered women from Canada.   

Journalist Pam Cowan wrote an article about the conference and course offerings, which appeared in the October 5, 2007 edition of the Leader-Post. 
Materials

Amnesty International has given the conference several items from its “Stolen Sisters” campaign and “Stop Violence Against Women” campaign.  NWAC is sending the conference various materials from its “Sisters in Spirit” campaign.  Ni Una Mas!, an organization based in California, will also send us materials outlining the feminicide in Juarez.
Facilities

There are several conferences on campus from August 8-17th.

-Education auditorium is booked for August 17th.  Classrrom 110/ 112 are tentatively booked from August 15-17th.

-any requests for bookings for Campion will have to be submitted before November 1st  or after November 30th.  Campion has agreed to wave fee its fee but committee must pay for maintenance workers.  The cost of having maintenance staff for the weekend is $25.00/ hour, with a minimum of 3 hours.
The conference may have to book facilities off-campus depending on the number of participants. 

Meetings
I have had meetings with the following individuals and organizations:
-Margaret Akan, All Nations AIDS Hope Network

-Linda from Borderlinks
-Eriel Deranger, Taking It Global

-Amnesty International 

-John McDonald, NWAC

-Shanan Sorochynski, UR Report

-Gwenda Yuzicappi

-Pauline Muskego

-Peter Brass

-students at FNUC

-Thomas Roussin

-Laura Madison

-Priscilla Campeau from Athabasca University (re:  Wynona Wheeler and Maria Campbell)
-will meet Shannon Avison 
-need to meet with Elder Velma Goodfeather

Recommendations

-Potlatch for families in February
-contact Gordon First Nation about partnership
-have on-going contact with family members

-Establish further contact with First Nations University of Canada.
